
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

A very warm welcome to all of our wonderful Reception children, especially those 

who are new to Berkeley Primary School. If you have any questions throughout the 

year please ask any of the Reception team or the school office.  

I am Mrs Anderson, the class teacher. Mrs Lanceley will be covering my PPA 

afternoons on Thursdays. It has been lovely visiting the children at home in 

preparation for starting school. I completed my teacher training here at Berkeley and 

loved it so much I didn’t want to leave.  

Our first topic this year is Paddington Bear, which we will share with Little Jesters. 

During this topic we will explore Paddington’s adventures and find out about 

different bears around the world. While Paddington will be the overall topic we will 

be developing key skills needed for school. This includes getting to know the school 

rules and routines and developing new friendships. 

A document will be posted on our website called, ‘What to expect, when?’ which 

outlines what your child(ren) will be learning during their time in Reception. The 

Early Goals are listed on pages 32 and 33. This document is a guide, which takes 

you through the expectations of each age band in the EYFS and how you can 

support your children’s learning and development.  

 

Housekeeping for Reception:  

Please make sure all items of uniform and school equipment, including water bottles 

and lunch boxes have your child(ren)’s name on. This will make it a lot easier to 

keep a track of their belongings. They also need a water bottle (water only please) 

in school which they will have access to throughout the day.  

PE: We will have 2 PE sessions each week (one outside and one in the hall). Our 

outside slot is Tuesday and our indoor session is on Thursday. Please try and keep 

PE kit in school whenever possible as times can change. We will send their PE kit 

home if they are dirty but if you would rather wash them more regularly then please 

do but please return them ready for our next session.  

For the first few weeks we shall be having a swimming session on a Wednesday 

(weather dependant). For this the children need a swimming costume or trunks/ 

swim shorts (no board shorts), a towel and footwear to walk to and from the 

swimming pool in.  

We hope to make the most of the wonderful woodland area we have at Berkeley, so 

please ensure your children have their wellies in school.  

 



In Reception we will be learning through play which does include getting mucky 

occasionally. To help keep their uniform looking smart children need to bring an art 

shirt to wear when painting. This can just be an old oversized t-shirt which can go 

over the top of their school clothes. Again, please make sure this named.  

WOW vouchers: in the information packs handed out at the transition meeting last 

year you will have received a sheet of WOW vouchers. Please use them to celebrate 

any achievements at home to share with the class. These can be about whatever 

you wish, swimming lessons or learning a new skill etc. If you need any more please 

let me know.  

Phonics Home Learning:  

NB: this will not start immediately as we start phonics teaching when we feel the 

children are settled and ready to do so.  

Phonics books/ sheets: As we introduce each letter we will add it to your child’s 

phonics book (red book) so that you can practise at home. We will also send home 

an activity sheet which can be completed if you wish but does not need to be 

returned to school.  

Word lists will be sent home every Tuesday and need to be practised at home by the 

following Monday if possible please ready for their new list. We will practise them in 

school as well however they will not be ‘tested’.  

Reading: your child will choose two picture books and two levelled reading books 

every week, for you to read and talk about with your child. Please aim to read every 

day, it doesn’t have to be the whole book, and write a short comment in their 

reading record book (to follow). You can write about any books you share with your 

child – it doesn’t have to be a school one. We will give lots of praise and 

encouragement for any reading and sharing of books that the children do. We want 

to develop a real love of reading and stories from a young age.  

Each child will have a set day for changing their books, I will send home a note of 

their day when books start to be sent home. 

Other information:  

Houses: The children will be put into our school houses: Tyndale (yellow), 

Fitzhardinge (green), Jenner (red), and Scott (blue). The children can earn 

housepoints for good behaviour and learning. We also have a new token to try and 

earn this year which is purple and is for health and wellbeing.  

Please keep an eye on our class blog, on the school website, where you can keep up 

to date with the children’s learning and any upcoming events.  

If you have any comments or questions please do not hesitate to come and see us.  

Many thanks,  

Mrs Anderson 


